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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the election of group II, claims 15-45 on August 23, 
2006. Claims 1-14 and 46-49 were canceled No other claims have been amended, 
added, or canceled. Accordingly, claims 15-45 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

. (a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 15-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weschler (USPAT 6,757,720) further in view of Shiman et.al (USPGPUB 
2002/001 9827) hereinafter referred to as Shiman. 

As to claim 15, Weschler teaches an application properties server network 
comprising: a plurality of client application servers operating applications using a 
plurality of computer protocols and requiring configuration variable data to configure the 
applications for operation (col 1, lines 49-67; col 9, liens 3-15); 

means for performing configuration services in response to configuration 
requests from said plurality of client application servers, said means for performing 
configuration services being coupled to said plurality of client application servers, said 
configuration services including providing configuration variable data to one of the client 
application servers in response to receiving a request for configuration variable data 
from the one client application server (Figs 2 and 3, col 9, lines 3-42 and col 10, lines 



Application/Control Number: 09/916,323 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2155 

41-65); means for storing and maintaining a system of configuration variable data 
coupled to said means for performing configuration services; and means for interfacing 
said plurality of client application servers to said means for performing configuration 
services (col 10, lines 41-65). 

However, Weschler does not explicitly indicate wherein the means for storing and 
maintaining comprises at least an APP table that maintains an entry for each 
application, a version table that maintains a entry for each version under each 
application and an APARM table that contains key value pairs. 

Shiman teaches means for storing and maintaining comprises at least an APP 
table that maintains an entry for each application, a version table that maintains a entry 
for each version under each application and an APARM table that contains key value 
pairs (0100-0101, 0194-0196). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Shiman into those of Weschler to make the 
system better organized. Maintaining separate tables would allow for easier and more 
precise access to desired information, thus improving the overall system. 

As to claim 16, Weschler teaches a server of claim 15 wherein said means for 
interfacing said plurality of client application servers to said means for performing 
configuration services includes a CORBA server application (col 8, lines 21-43). 

As to claim 17, Weshcler teaches an application server according to claim 16, 
wherein said means for interfacing said plurality client application servers to said means 
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for performing configuration services includes a properties server application for 
handling RMI requests for configuration services (col 8, lines 21-43). 

As to claim 18 Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 17, 
wherein said means for interfacing said plurality of client application servers to said 
means for performing configuration services includes a common database access 
library (col 8, lines 21-43; col 16, lines 44-51). 

As to claim 19, Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 18, 
wherein said means for interfacing said plurality of client application servers to said 
means for performing configuration services includes a database server coupled to said 
properties server application for handling RMI requests and said CORBA server 
application for interacting with said means for storing and maintaining configuration 
information (col 8, lines 21-43; col 16, lines 44-51). 

As to claim 20, Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 15, 
further comprising a Java RMI API (col 8, lines 21-43; col 9, lines 43-53). 

As to claim 21 , Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 20, 
further comprising a CORBA gateway (col 8, lines 21-43). 

As to claim 22, Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 21 , 
wherein said means for performing configuration service is implemented by a base Java 
RMI service in a service broker framework (col 8, lines 21-43; col 9, lines 43-53; col 16, 
lines 44-51). 
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As to claim 23, Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 22, 
wherein said service broker framework is implemented using at least one XML service 
broker configuration file (col 8, lines 21-43; col 16, lines 44-51). 

As to claim 24, Weschler teaches an application server accorting to claim 23 
wherein said configuration information is stored and retrieved from said storage medium 
via Key value pairs (col 5, lines 39-40; col 12, lines 34-43). 

As to claims 25, Weschler teaches the system of claim 15, however, Weschler 
does not explicitly indicate the configuration information is stored and retrieved from 
said storage medium via Hashtable hierarchy and the traversal of data in the form of 
hashtables. Shiman et al teaches the user object being preserved using a combination 
of hashtable and key value pairs (0101 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Shiman into those of Weschler to make the . 
system more efficient. It is difficult for the network switches to quickly scan a table for 
the referenced address, locate the address, and make a frame fonA/arding decision as 
the table grows with. table entries storing address information especially if the address 
information is stored in sequential order It would be optimal to involve hash keys and 
hash tables to improve accessing of switching logic. 

As to claim 28, Weschler teaches the system of claim 2 wherein said . 
configuration information is represented by a storage schema in the form of LDAP (Fig 
3, 306, 307; col 10,lines 41-65). 
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Claims 26-27 and 29-45 present no further limitations above the above- 
mentioned claims and are thus rejected under similar rationale. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asad M. Nawaz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3988. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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